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Executive Summary

The MRPM Arts Council has had a very busy and 
productive year.  Two of the many accomplishments 
of our team included making significant changes and 
updates to our three year Operation Agreement for The 
ACT with the Parks and Leisure Commission; as well as 
holding three strategic planning sessions resulting in our 
next Strategic Plan for 2016 – 2018. We’d like to thank all 
the members, patrons and community participants who 
shared their valuable time in our in-person stakeholder’s 
audit and the identity survey. Your feedback helped us to 
create consolidated branding as the operator of The ACT 
Arts Centre, linking all we undertake as a multifaceted 
organization. Our aim remains to offer vibrant arts 
and cultural opportunities and experiences through 
excellence in artistic and educational programming; 
customer, member and community service. We are 
dedicated to promoting and encouraging appreciation 
for the arts, as we continue to engage and enable the 
community’s creative potential while creating public 
impact and value.
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Board of Directors

President: Korleen Carreras
Vice President: Dawn Flanagan
Treasurer: Diane Daignault
Secretary: Linda King
Past Board President: Bonnie Telep

Directors:
Jeff Anderson, Bob D’Eith,
Candace Gordon, Mike Murray,
Bill Thiessen, Brad Tones, Ray Wallis

MRPM Parks and Leisure Liasion:
Yvonne Chui
City of Maple Ridge, Liaison:
Councillor Corissa Bell
City of Pitt Meadows, Liaison:
Mayor John Becker
School District 42, Liaison:
Dave Rempel

Staff

Lindy Sisson, Executive & Artistic Director
Carol Cheremkora, Arts Program Manager
Lori Ceaser, Arts Program & Admin Assistant
Barbara Duncan, Gallery Curator
Courtney Harrod, Gallery Assistant
Philip Hartwick, Business Manager
Pilaar Yule, Bookkeeper
Karen Pighin, Communications Manager
Neva Broadhead, Communications Coordinator
Jenni Rempel, Marketing & Web Content Coordinator
Landrie Davies, Event & Volunteer Manager
Tracey Brady, Ticket Centre Manager
Ed Harris, Technical Operations Manager
Alex House, Technical Director
Colin McKay, Custodian

event services supervisors: Melissa Harris,
Chris McGill, Danielle Nickel, Thomas Smith

bartenders: John Harder, Sarah Nutbrown Bourdeau,
Anthony Rant Valentyne

ticket centre attendants: Jennifer Babstock,
Abby Brown-John, Janet Comer, Nicole Eccles,
Shannon Spindor

technicians: John Supeene, Kia Newton, Nate Kelly,
Shadoe Reisler, Don Parman, Jamie Burns, Jason
Smith, Russ Hawryzki, Shawn Gommer, Karch Tan
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Vision 	

To bring arts to the heart
of our community. 

Programming Mandate

•  to present high quality exhibitions and
   performances featuring primarily Canadian artists

•  to present a diverse balance of artistic and
   educational programming

•  to develop The ACT Arts Centre as an inclusive
   centre for arts and culture within the community,
   appealing to a wide range of interests and ages

•  to create mutually beneficial co-presenting opportunities,
   within our resources, with other not-for-profit arts and
   community organizations that will strengthen and diversify
   the cultural sector

•  to encourage and support local artists and arts organizations
   through the execution of our vision, mission and values

Mission 	

We work in partnership with the community
to develop, promote and celebrate the arts.

177
MEMBERS

I N C L U D I N G

39 VIPs
36 member

groups



d o n o r s

Helen Bing | Iola Boyce | Kristin Krimmel | Davinder Bhachu | Britta Cederberg | Yvonne Chui | Betty Coy | Iris Darcus | Helen Dickie
Dawn Flanagan | Gordon Hart | Myra Hutchinson | Diane Kalyk | Margaret Kury | Biju Mathew | Christine Message | Mike Murray

Surendra Patel | Teresa Thieman | Kendra Valois | Linda King | Andrea Walker

c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s

Aboriginal Education | Ivan Boudreau | Christmas Haven | Community Network | Downtown Maple Ridge Business Improvement 
Association | Economic Development Maple Ridge | Family Education and Support Centre | Friends in Need Food Bank

Garibaldi Art Club | Golden Ears Writers | Gone Hooking Rug Group | Greg Moore Youth Centre | Holy Wow Poets | Katzie First Nation
Maple Ridge Festival of Lights Society | Maple Ridge Lapidary Club | Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Katzie Literacy Committee

Maple Ridge & Pitt Meadows NEWS | Mission Association for Community Living | Nigel Tucker | School District 42
SFU Philosophers’ Café | Boris Sichon | Simon Fraser Society for Community Living | Simplified Business Solutions

Ridge Meadows Association for Community Living | Ridge Meadows Recycling Society | Joe Robinsmith
Tourism Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows | Tri-Cities Community Living | Volunteer Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows

What’s On Magazine | Whonnock Weavers and Spinners Guild

c o r p o r a t e  s p o n s o r s
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a r t s  c h a m p i o n s

s p e c i a l  e v e n t  s p o n s o r s

M E L L I F E R A
B E E S

g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d e r s

a r t s  h e r o e s

Cottonwood
Medical Clinic

Bonnie and
Ralph Telep

Board of Directors

rotary club
of haney

BUSINESS
OF THE YEAR
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Scholarships

Since 2005, the Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Arts Council 
has provided $55,000 in support of young people in 
their pursuit of post-secondary arts education. Five 
deserving Grade 12 students in Maple Ridge and Pitt 
Meadows were awarded scholarships of $1,000 each.

The 2015 scholarship recipients are (pictured, right):
Brendan Williams – Thomas Haney, Visual Arts
Rosie Elphick – Maple Ridge Secondary, Visual Arts
Jeremiah (Jeremy) Laity – Homeschooled, Music
Jacob Pryanthan – Maple Ridge Secondary, Music
Carla Haldin – Samuel Robertson Tech, Literary

Member Group Grants

In 2014, 13 Member Groups were awarded a total of 
$7,500 in grant funding to support their 2015/2016 
seasons.  We are pleased to thank Chances Gaming 
Centre Maple Ridge for their continued support of 
the Arts in our community.  

Member Group Grant Recipients are:
Cinema Politica Ridge Meadows, Downtown Maple 
Ridge BIA, Emerald Pig Theatrical Society, Garibaldi 
Art Club of Maple Ridge, SPECC-tacular Productions, 
Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Art Studio Tour, Maple 
Ridge Concert Band Association, Ridge Meadows 
Quilters’ Guild, MR PM Community Resource Fair, 
Maple Ridge Caribbean Festival Society, Maple Ridge 
Pitt Meadows Katzie Community Literacy Committee, 
Royal Canadian Theatre Company, Maple Ridge 
Festival of Light Society.

Arts Angels

The Arts Angels 
program provides 
ACT Presents 
performance 
tickets and Arts 
Program Bursaries to those who 
might not otherwise have access 
to the arts. Thanks to Arts Angels 
donors we have been able to 
provide over 1200 students and 
100 adults tickets to ACT Presents 
performances and 51 Arts Program 
Bursaries. We were also able to 
support approximately 61 families 
through the 2014/2015 MRPM Parks 
& Leisure Participation Program.

sheila nickols  |  renee tyson

meadow ridge
rotary

a r t s  a n g e l s  d o n o r s
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The ACT Presents series was recognized with 
the Presenter of the Year Award from the 
Canadian Arts Presenters Association (CAPACOA) 
this past January.  I am also proud to report 
we achieved 80% capacity for the series! Our 
Golden Ears Movie Series has been running for 
5 years now and has increased attendance by 
62% since its inception in 2010. Highlights of 
the season included the only western Canadian 
presentation of the amazing Sarah Slean - who 
charmed and mesmerized our audience; sold out 
performances of Winter Harp, The Odd Couple, 
The Harpoonist and the Axe Murderer and The 
Foreigner; the return of Michael Kaeshammer- 
who gave our newly refurbished piano the 
most amazing work out; PLUS our first ALT Fest, 
complete with pre-show lobby entertainment 
by the Dusty Flower Pot Cabaret - which was too 
much fun!

36 ACT Presents
PRESENTATIONS

B R O U G H T  I N

9812
ATTENDEES

79
FREE EVENTS

& outreach 
activities

B R O U G H T  I N

12,629
ATTENDEES

· We raised enough funds to delight 1830 kindergarten and grade 4 SD42 
students who attended 3 free performances of the Very Hungry Caterpillar 
plus a classical concert with pianist Sarah Hagen and violist Tawnya Popoff.

·  Canada Culture Day featured Instruments of the World INTERACTIVE!
with Boris Sichon, plus our first free Creative Fusion Arts Sampler for Adults.

·  Lobby Nights hosts 6 different evenings monthly. Holy Wow Poets joined 
forces with local visual artists to produce The Essence of Love, and we held a 
special Celtic Jam for St. Patrick’s Day.

·  Expanded CRE8 Youth Arts Day – thanks to a BCAC special project grant 
teens could choose 2 of 9 arts workshops offered by professional artists. We 
also produced two commissions, a youth produced film called Art Can Change, and ReGeneration created with 
students from the SD42 Aboriginal School program under the direction of singer/songwriter Sandy Scofield.

Community Initiatives - Highlights
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Arts Programs

The Arts Council supports lifelong 
learning through the arts and 
is continually developing new, 
creative, and diverse programming 
for all ages. Our professional and 
friendly instructors tailor classes 
to encourage students to explore 
their creative side and nurture 
their artistic goals in a supportive 
environment. This year we expanded 
our Creative Fusion Fine Arts Camps 
for children with a  very successful 
Teen & Adult fine arts sampler where 
they also had an opportunity to 
explore a variety of art mediums.

2340
PARTICIPANTS
AT T E N D E D

>>460<<
arts programs

I N C L U D I N G

42 NEW
PROGRAMS

55 summer
programs

with 200 hours of
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
in our spring/summer camps
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The ACT Art Gallery

Celebrating the creation of artwork and fine 
craft from Maple Ridge, Pitt Meadows and 
beyond is our passion at The ACT Art Gallery, 
formerly known as the Maple Ridge Art Gallery. 
Guided by the belief that exhibitions by 
professional, emerging and amateur artists can 
be equally honoured in this beautiful space, we 
were delighted to be able host the work of both 
local and regional painters, craft-based artists 
and photographers. Some of the highlights of 
the year included:

•  A retrospective of the artwork of local artist, 
   Kristin Krimmel, whose journey from 
   struggling student to accomplished 
   professional artist was an inspiration to us all.

•  What is now a cherished seasonal tradition – 
   the 2014 Ensemble Exhibition and Sale.

•  During our exhibition by the talented    
   Scottish Canadian artist, Jeff Wilson, we held 
   a Robbie Burns Day Celebration featuring 
   Scottish dancing, recitation and more.

•  Our transformation into an elegant and artful 
   tearoom for our annual fundraiser, 
   TeaGarden included honeybee expert Brian 
   Campbell as the feature speaker.

Increasingly, we want our visitors to both enjoy 
the artwork and engage in conversations 
during the artist talks, workshops and other 
presentations that are regularly featured at 
the gallery. The experience of these events and 
other visual art activities over the past year has 
strongly reinforced our belief in the essential 
place of art in our community.

7942
GALLERY & SHOP

VISITORS

7 gallery
EXHIBITIONS

+10 additional
exhibits

The Gallery Shop

The Gallery Shop has had yet another 
stellar year in achieving its two aligned 
goals: raising funds for the gallery and 
offering exposure to a wide range of 
artists and makers. With an emphasis on 
‘local and handmade’ we believe that 
much of our recent success is attributable 
to the fresh, contemporary look of 
the items we carry, and the wonderful 
volunteers who offer many dedicated 
hours in their role as sales attendants.



9 | Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Arts Council • 2014/2015 Annual Report

Volunteers

Once again the 2014/2015 season could not have happened 
if it were not for our wonderful team of dedicated volunteers. 
Volunteers have accumulated over 6800 hours of service for our 
past season. We have volunteers from 5 years old to over 85 years 
and each one is a valuable member of our team. Whether they are 
ripping tickets, shredding old documents, stapling programs or 
selling jewellery each volunteer comes with a smile and a helping 
hand. We would like to express our gratitude for each moment we 
get to spend with this amazing group of people.

Volunteer of the Year Awards:
Theatre – Betty Millward
Art Gallery - Dorothy Johnson
Arts Program - Micah Moore

Event Services
Rental Usage

Rental Clients 105

MAINSTAGE
122 bookings
1188 hours

STUDIO THEATRE
65 bookings
643 hours

CONFERENCE ROOM
54 bookings
329 hours

THE ACT ARTS CENTRE
429 bookings
3369 hours

Rental Clients
233 Total Events
39,597 Total Attendance

GRAND TOTALS

982 EVENTS

73,903
FACILITY ATTENDANCE
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Capital 
Improvement 
Fund

In our 2014-15 year, we 
purchased a variety of 
capital equipment for the 
Arts Centre to enhance 
user experiences. Among 
the items purchased are: 
an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED), two 
new ticket printers, new 
lobby furniture, a closed 
circuit television camcorder 
so we can broadcast our 
performances in the lobby, 
a portable sound console 
which is usable throughout 
the building, and lighting 
infrastructure for the 
theatre. In total we spent 
$60,785 on capital 
improvements.

Financial Summary
Total Operating Budget $1,839,946



Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Arts Council

The ACT Arts Centre
11944 Haney Place, Maple Ridge,
British Columbia  V2X 6G1
604.476.2787

facebook.com/mapleridgeact

@mapleridgeact

youtube: the act arts centre

theactmapleridge.org

https://www.facebook.com/mapleridgeact
https://twitter.com/mapleridgeact
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL-SVOEGGkzwDAUgCEq33Ag
http://www.theactmapleridge.org/

























