
Celebrating youth reaching their dream in the Arts. 

 
June 22, 2017 – The ACT Arts Centre is proud to award five deserving Grade 12 students 
from School District 42 scholarships of $1,000 each.  Scholarships are applicable to any 
accredited post-secondary institution to support their continued arts education.  Selection is based on a 
combination of demonstrated artistic impression, technical skill & level of presentation, grades relating to the 
artistic category, personal resume and planned attendance at a post-secondary institution. 

"We are very lucky to have such a depth of talent in our youth in Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows.  I am proud 
that we are able to support them in their journey and look forward to seeing their art knowledge grow and 
expand and hope that one day we will see them performing or presenting in our community" says Korleen 
Carreras, The ACT Arts Council Board President. 

The ACT Arts Council’s Board of Directors Scholarship committee meets with applicants to learn more about 
their craft.  “It’s so invigorating and inspirational seeing the talent of our youth.  It really makes me feel proud 
to meet all the applicants and to know how hard they work for their art” shares Susan Chambers, Director and 
Scholarship committee member. 

The 2017 ACT Arts Centre scholarship recipients are: 

 Visual & Media Arts Scholarship: Alex Waite (Thomas Haney Secondary) 

 Theatre Scholarship in memory of Amy Wallis:  Victoria Caitlin Dufficy (Garibaldi Secondary) 

 Dance Scholarship: Brianna MacDonald (Maple Ridge Secondary) 

 Music Scholarship in memory of Judith Bergthorson: Boyana Makedonska (Pitt Meadows  Secondary) 

 Literary Scholarship: Georgia Masaki (Maple Ridge Secondary) 
 
Scholarship awards are handed out by The ACT Arts Centre awards committee (Susan Chambers, Brad Tones, 
and Laura Butler) at graduation ceremonies.  Recipients have shared what it means to them to receive support 
in their arts post-secondary education. 

"I am so happy to be able to pursue art with the support of my community. I would like to thank everyone 
who made this dream possible”.  Alex Waite 

“I am very grateful to be the recipient of this scholarship, it will help me pay for my schooling as I go forward 
to pursue my dream of performing in Cirque du Soleil.  I can't wait to start post-secondary in August, I have no 
doubt the training will be amazing and I can't wait for all the new experiences that will come with moving to 
Québec”.  Brianna MacDonald 

"It is a relief to be reassured that I am good at what I love, and deserve a scholarship to help me on my path of 
education. I know now that I have not been wasting my time reaching for an intangible dream; I can achieve 
success with this, and I am grateful. Thank you."  Victoria Caitlin 

“To be supported in my love for literature and writing by the ACT Arts Centre has made me feel valid and 
valued in my love for the arts. I cannot wait to pursue a creative future, and allow my passions to carry me to a 
fulfilling career with which I may not only build a life for myself, but be provided the means  to encourage 
others to live their dream as I plan on living mine.”  Georgia Masaki 

“I am so grateful to have received this prestigious scholarship. Music has always played a major part in my life 
and with the support of this award I will continue to strive for excellence in my post-secondary music studies. 
This award gives me the confidence and affirmation to keep chasing my dreams and to hopefully give back to 
my community as a performer and as a teacher one day." Boyana Makedonska 


